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I wish you to enter into a little explanation for me
with Mrs. Pomeroy, relative to Stuart's picture of your
grand-father. I believe it is not very clear who is the
owner of this picture, and as I am getting to be a col-
lector, the question has more than common interest for
me. I have several capital pictures, and among them a
Rembrandt and a Teniers. The first is the story of Christ
telling the Jews to "render unto Csesar the things that
are Csesar's"—and the latter is a portrait of his own wife.
My collection is already getting to be respectable, and is
worth several thousand dollars. Now such a portrait of
my own father is of some account in the list, and I trust
to your eloquence for effecting the transfer of title, while
we are all living and present, to understand each other.
Europe is in a very unquiet state. The governments
like to crush the spirits of the people, and the people
begin to see the means of extricating themselves from the
grasp of their task-masters. You in America know noth-
ing of the corruption and abuses of this part of the world,
and you cry out against vices of government that would
be thought perfection here. They are all struggling to
imitate us, and no country is so often quoted as authority,
now, as our own. Do not fancy yourselves worse than you
are because you are not perfect. Remember human frailty
forbids perfection, but thank God for being as well off
as you find yourselves. Rely on it, in all the essentials of
true civilization you are a century in advance of every
other country.
Vevay, in Switzerland, Sept. 2ist. Since writing the
above we have come on here via Prussia, Francfort,
Darmstadt, Wirtemberg, Baden, and the Oberland. I
have taken a house for a month, on the lake of Geneva,
for the air is delicious, and your aunt is advised to eat

